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LETTER 



Sir: 



Enclosed is a copy of an Official Action dated June 24, 2005, which issued 
in a Korean application corresponding to the subject application. Also enclosed is an 
English-language translation of the Korean Official Action. 

The document cited in the Korean Official Action was previously cited in 
the July 30, 2004 Information Disclosure Statement. Accordingly, a Form PTO-1449 does 
not accompany this Letter. 

Favorable consideration is earnestly solicited. 



Applicant's undersigned attorney may be reached in our Costa Mesa, 
California office by telephone at (714) 540-8700. All correspondence should continue to 
be directed to our address given below. 



Respectfully submitted, 

DamondE. Vadnais 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No.: 52,310 
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30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, New York 10112-3800 
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(Translation) 

Mailing date: 2005.06.24 
Due date: 2005. 08.24 

KOREAN COFFICAL ACTION 

Applicant: CANON KABUSHIKI KAISHA 
Agent: SHIN 

Application No. 10-2004-0007942 

Title of the Invention: PROBE MEDIUM AND METHOD OF PRODUCING THE 
SAME 

As the results of examination of this application, the following rejections are 
notified under Article 63 of the Patent Law. If you have an opinion or amendment, 
you may file the opinion or amendment by the above due date. 

[Reasons] 

1 . The present invention relates to a probe medium including a probe, a 
medium containing an organic solvent, and a substance for solubilizing the probe in 
the organic solvent; a method of producing the probe medium; a method of 
immobilizing the probe on a substrate; and a detection element produced by the 
probe-immobilizing method. However, U.S. Patent No. 5,010,183 (1991.4.23, 
hereinafter, referred to as "cited invention") published before the filing date of the 
present application discloses a process of refining DNA and RNA using a cationic 
surfactant. In comparison of both of the present invention and the cited invention, 
because the both inventions provide a method of detecting nucleic acids such as 
DNA, the effects of the both are the same. In the constitution of the invention, 
because claims 1 and 8 of the cited invention disclose that a surfactant and a non- 
water-soluble solvent (organic solvent) are used for treating a biological substance 
from which nucleic acids such as DNA are extracted, the present invention could be 
easily arrived at from the cited invention by a skilled person in the art, and it cannot 
be found that the present invention has a particular effect in comparison with the 
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cited invention. Accordingly, since the claims of the present application could be 
easily conceived on the basis of the cited invention by a skilled person in the art, the 
claims fall under Article 29, Paragraph 2 of the Patent Law and a patent cannot be 
granted for them. 

2. The expression "at least" in claim 5 of the present application is a 
selective and additive expression, and what "the organic solvent" in claim 10 means 
is not distinct. Because it is not recognized that these matters to be protected for a 
patent are distinct, these claims do not satisfy the requirements for Article 42, 
Paragraph 4, Item 2 of the Patent Law and a patent cannot be granted for them. 

[Attachment] 

Attachment 1: U.S. Patent No. 5,010,183 (1991.4.23., Cited invention) 

Dated 2005.06.24. 
Patent Office 
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